
MAYA & FILIPPO PRESS KIT

“I think Alinka Rutkowska hit the ball out of the park with this series.” Katelyn Hensel of 
Readers’ Favorite

Embark on a one-of-a-kind, unprecedented, breathtaking adventure with Maya and 
Filippo as they travel around the globe on board the “Fun Princess” — a cruise ship full 
of surprises. Discover their fascinating ports of call, find out what the local customs and 
traditions are, join the kids in activities at sea, and explore the remarkable world they 
create through the power of their positive outlook.

This Readers’ Favorite book series is for you if you want to share with your children your 
love for traveling and exploring the world with all its diversity. It helps form the young 
readers’ character, develop a positive attitude and the ability to solve problems with 
mutual respect. These books are not only about adventure and travel. They are also the 
ultimate guide to a joyful life.
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“Maya & Filippo Make Friends in Auckland” (buy, watch trailer)

Maya and Filippo discover Auckland 
and meet different kinds of people 
depending on…read the book to find 
out! Spoiler alert: the kids ride a big 
hop-on, hop-off explorer bus, where 
strange things happen. They stop at the 
famous Sky Tower, where they do 
something very exciting.

Reviews: 

[...]Alinka Rutkowska takes the kids to 
the fun and adventurous side of New 
Zealand. She explores a lot of different 
concepts that I found highly intelligent 
and wonderful in a children’s book. 
Issues like being different in another 

country, making friends, etc. are all explored in this wonderful world traveler book. [...] I 
think Alinka Rutkowska hit the ball out of the park with this series, and this book in 
particular. I had fun reading, even as an adult! I would recommend parents of younger 
children use this as a good bedtime story to get the young ones’ minds wandering to 
foreign lands. Who knows, this might be what inspires them to study abroad one day!
Rating: 5.0 stars. Reviewed by Katelyn Hensel for Readers’ Favorite

Alinka Rutkowska has created a wonderful combination of information and a positive 
message in her adorable children’s picture pop-up book. This story demonstrates that 
there are different ways of looking at things and that attitudes can affect the quality of an 
experience or a day. As a child hears this story, the lesson learned by the characters of 
Maya and Filippo is shared in a way that allows a young reader to relate easily to it. A 
positive connection is made using a situation almost any child would encounter; so 
instead of being told how to behave, the child can repeat the action in his or her own 
experience. This is a great teaching tool for children to understand the power of positive 
thinking.
Rating: 5.0 stars. Reviewed by Melinda Hills for Readers’ Favorite

Maya & Filippo Make Friends in Auckland by Alinka Rutkowska is a charming children’s 
pictorial story book, which introduces a child to the concept of travel, feelings, and 
mannerisms. The book helps in developing emotional acceptance in society. This book 

2
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offers a wide array of pictures with many colors to excite and keep the interest of a child 
reading the book or having it read to them. [...] Alinka Rutkowska has done a fantastic 
job reaching children in an emotional, but understandable way when explaining social 
actions and feelings [...]. This story was a very pleasant read, with its very colorful 
pictures, easy to read story line, and life lesson within.
Rating: 5.0 stars. Reviewed by Michelle Robertson for Readers’ Favorite

“Maya & Filippo Play Chef at Sea” (buy, watch trailer)

The kids spend a day on board the Fun 
Princess. They become junior chefs at 
sea and learn how to bake a cake. 
Maya and Filippo discover how trying 
out different recipes gets them closer 
to creating the perfect dessert. They 
also discover the power of sharing.

Reviews:

From the front cover to the last page, 
children will delight in the almost 
childlike and always colorful and 
quirky illustrations that accompany 
Maya & Filippo Play Chef at Sea by 
Alinka Rutkowska. [...] The story of 
Maya and Filippo will excite the 
imagination of children who might 

wonder what it would be like to live at sea. Alinka Rutkowska takes children on just such 
a journey, providing them with some basic geographic information, some good advice 
about working in a kitchen and a valuable lesson about cooperation and communication.

Rating: 5.0 stars. Reviewed by Patricia Reding for Readers’ Favorite

Numerous unspoken lessons that children can assimilate without direct instruction are 
presented in Maya and Filippo Play Chef at Sea. Experience is the best teacher and 
Maya and Filippo share their experiences with the reader so that the lessons they learn 
are simultaneously transmitted. With only limited input from adults, Maya and her 
brother, Filippo, are free to work out solutions to their issues and children can easily 
relate to their interactions. Just as with her other stories, Alinka Rutkowska has created 
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a tale that will appeal to children, which teaches about choices, and encourages 
communication and sharing.

Rating: 5.0 stars. Reviewed by Melinda Hills for Readers’ Favorite

One great thing about the Maya and Filippo books is that each story is fun, but there are 
some quickly slipped in lessons so that your own children are learning right along with 
the kids too. Kitchen safety, healthy snacking, washing your hands, and sharing are all 
very important lessons that can be taken from this book and applied to your own real life 
cooking with kids experience. I loved Maya and Filippo’s first adventure, so I was 
thrilled to find another book in the series and I snapped it up right away. The concept 
of having children travel the world is by no means unique, yet Alinka Rutkowska writes 
with such heart and joy that Maya and Filippo’s adventures make them stand out from the 
crowd and really excel at what counts, entertaining children.

Rating: 5.0 stars. Reviewed by Katelyn Hensel for Readers’ Favorite

“Maya & Filippo Look for Happiness in Tauranga” (Release 
date: March 22nd 2014)

This time the two youngsters get into a 
fight and take separate paths in the 
port of Tauranga. Filippo visits a 
geyser. Maya goes to the Maori 
Village. They discover where real 
happiness comes from.

Reviews:

Maya and Filippo Look for Happiness 
in Tauranga by Alinka Rutkowska is 
another beautiful story in the 
adventures of Maya and Filippo as 
they travel around the world and 
discover new and interesting places, 
and customs while learning important 
life lessons. The story has beautiful 
pictures and descriptions that will 

awaken any child’s imagination as they embark on yet another adventure with Maya and 
Filippo. The book would be a fun and educational read for any child, and Alinka 
Rutkowska’s writing style makes it very easy for kids to enjoy the stories. This book 
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teaches kids valuable lessons using subtle messages in the story and makes learning fun 
and easy so kids will not be bored; it will be a valuable addition to any child’s library.
Rating: 5.0 stars. Reviewed by Faridah Nassozi for Readers’ Favorite

If you have children, this book is a great choice for you to purchase. Written with a 
sense of understanding and wit, this book taught me some of the history behind 
Tauranga as well as the importance of family. [...] The main theme is something a lot of 
us have trouble learning, whether five, fifteen, or fifty years old. People cannot determine 
your happiness, only you can. This book is one in a series of many, and I cannot wait to 
pick up the next one!
Rating: 5.0 stars. Reviewed by Julia Schemmer for Readers’ Favorite

Once again, Alinka Rutkowska teaches a valuable lesson in Maya & Filippo Look for 
Happiness in Tauranga. The concept is a simple one, but it is very important to learn 
how to be happy in life. Konrad Checinski adds his special touch as well with his 
illustrations that are colorful and give an added dimension to the action. Colorful, 
encouraging and thought-provoking, Maya & Filippo Look for Happiness in Tauranga 
will help young children learn a valuable lesson that hopefully will stay with them all 
of their lives.
Rating: 5.0 stars. Reviewed by Bil Howard for Readers’ Favorite

(Scroll down for info on:
- the other books
- the author
- press
- contact)
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THE BOOKS

To be released 2014-2015:
Maya & Filippo See Impossible Things in the Garden City
Maya & Filippo Learn about Careers in Dunedin 
Maya & Filippo Talk Business in Seattle
Maya & Filippo Look for Whales in Ketchikan
Maya & Filippo Visit a Glacier
Maya & Filippo See Things Differently in Skagway
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Alinka Rutkowska is a Readers’ Favorite Five Star Picture Book Author. She writes the 
“Maya & Filippo” Book Series for Children – travel books for kids with a positive 
attitude. She takes inspiration from her own travels while cruising with her husband and 
daughter around the world. 

Alinka’s background is business. She graduated from Warsaw School of Economics and 
Bocconi University in Milan. She played various management roles in Shell and 
Whirlpool until she left the corporate world to pursue her passion as a writer.

You can read 9 unusual bio’s of Alinka on her website.
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INTERVIEWS
• The Examiner Interview
• Seattle PI Interview
• I Am A Reader Interview
• As the Page Turns Interview
• Interview at the Children’s and Teens’ Book Connection
• Talking Books with Alinka Rutkowska at the Writer's Life e Magazine
• Mayra’s Secret Bookcase Interview
• Character Interview: Maya from “Maya & Filippo Make Friends in Auckland”
• 7 Questions with Author Alinka Rutkowska at Mommy Adventures
• [Polish newspaper: Alinka w krainie pozytywnego myslenia]

For more interviews, reviews and guest posts please see Alinka’s website.

CONTACT

Website: www.mayafilippo.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/mayafilippo
Twitter: https://twitter.com/AlinkaRutkowska
Linked-In: http://www.linkedin.com/in/alinkarutkowska
Google+: https://plus.google.com/+AlinkaRutkowskaAuthor/posts
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/Alinka-Rutkowska/e/B0040KKTUC/
ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_pop_1
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